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CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

 

I do not agree with the Bill. I think that the defence of reasonable chastisement already 
protects children sufficiently. What this Bill is going to do is take away parents’ “ultimate 
weapon” which puts a bound on the child’s behaviour: “If you carry on like this, I will smack 
you.” If parents are not allowed to do this, the children will soon discover that there is no 
ultimate deterrent and that parental authority has no real teeth. The result will be even more 
children who haven’t been properly disciplined; who are not sure what the boundaries of 
acceptable behaviour are; and who are deeply unhappy and insecure as a result.  

I knew of a teenage boy who for a certain reason was not allowed to be smacked, and he 
was keenly aware of this, and taunted those trying to bring him up with the fact that they 
could not “force” him to do anything he didn’t want. My father has just died, and one thing I 
am deeply grateful for, looking back on my childhood, is the times when he smacked me. 
Occasionally I didn’t deserve it, but generally I did, and in neither case have I any 
resentment at all. I smacked my three children on occasion, and they don’t resent it either 
as far as I know. John Finnie has stated that he smacked his children, and that they have 
grown up “well rounded” adults. Probably the threat of smacking had a significant part in 
their development to maturity. They got used to the idea that there were boundaries.  

Children are not the same as adults, and it is not sensible to treat them as if they were. In 
any case, supposing my next-door neighbour gave me a stinging six-of-the-best on my 
backside, his next-door neighbour (a sheriff) would hardly regard it as very grievous 
assault! My pride would have been more injured than my body. Even in adult terms, 
smacking hardly counts as assault; and in parental terms it should not be regarded as 
assault at all. It is not assault or “child abuse”, and to maintain that it is is a lie. 

I think that this Bill is foolish, evil, and anti-Christian (e.g. Proverbs 13:24. “He that spareth 
his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes”). 

 

 

 

 


